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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 0610 

SECDEF FOR ASD; ISA/DSAA; USAF FOR LGF; USCINCEUR 
FOR GE/ECDC/ECJ4/7-SARA-T 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PR, PK 

SUBJECT: THIRD COUNTRY TRAINING 

REF: A) TEHRAN 0426, B) 76 ISLAMABAD 7151, C) 76 ISLAMABAD 7319 

1 . REFTEL A. READ WITH OVERWHELMING SENSE OF DEJA VU. 

ADDRESSEES WILL RECALL THAT IRANIANS MADE SIMILAR REQUEST 
IN SUMMER OF 1976. AFTER CONSIDERABLE TELEGRAPHIC TRAFFIC 
(INCLUDING REFTELS B. AND C.) IT WAS DETERMINED THAT PAF 
HAD NO INTEREST WHATSOEVER IN AN F-5E/MIRAGE PILOT 
EXCHANGE TRAINING PROGRAM AS FORMALLY REQUESTED BY GOI. 

2. WE ARE CERTAINLY PREPARED TO GO BACK TO PAF 
AND REOPEN THIS QUESTION. HOWEVER, WE WOULD FIRST 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY TEHRAN'S ASSESSMENT OF WHETHER GOI 
REQUEST REPRESENTS JOINT GO l/GOP DECISION TO UNDERTAKE 
TRAINING PROGRAM OR IS PERHAPS ONLY A RECYCLING OF 
ORIGINAL MISUNDERSTANDING. 
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3. ONCE EMBASSY TEHRAN VIEW OBTAINED, AND IN LIGHT OF 
PAST CONFUSION, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT BEFORE FORMAL 
REQUEST PROCESSED IN WASHINGTON WE FIRST CONFIRM WITH 
PAF IF IT IS INTERESTED IN SUCH TRAINING EXCHANGE. 
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